
Horticultural Advisor: the National Allotment 
Society offers members individual help and advice 
on all gardening issues, thanks to our horticultural 
expert, Mike Thurlow – who has over 30 years of 
gardening experience and is now a freelance kitchen 
garden advisor, consultant & designer.

Support services

Regional Representatives: are members 
of the management committee of the National 
Allotment Society and represent the Society in 
the Region; acting as a liaison between the regional 
bodies and the Society’s management. The Regional 
Representatives deal with local member issues 
and actively promote and encourage membership 
of the Society. The Regional representatives also 
offer support to sites under threat of disposal and 
assist where necessary in the Section 8 Application 
(allotment disposal) process. 

NAS Regional Representatives are supported in 
their role by the Allotment Mentors and both can 
offer advice and support around issues such as:

Become a member of the National Allotment Society, membership 
comes with a raft of benefits, from free allotmenteers’ liability insurance and 
discounts on horticultural products and seeds through to a quarterly members’ 
magazine, initial legal advice and horticultural expertise.
To become a member visit www.nsalg.org.uk or call 01536 266576

• where to go for funding
• how to set up an association
• taking on devolved management
• disability access
• different ways to promote your plots
• working with community groups
• what to do about security concerns
• setting up an allotment project.

Allotment Mentors: the NAS has a team of 
volunteer experts throughout the UK who give 
help and support to anyone managing or creating 
allotments. The service is free and the Mentors will 
work with anyone in the allotment community, so 
please do not hesitate to get in touch with your 
Regional Mentor. 

Legal Advice and guidance: whether you 
need help with a tenancy agreement, land dispute 
or ideas on how to form and run an association, our 
in-house lawyer and assistant can help you. 

Our origins date from 1901 as a members 
co-operative and today we still operate as a co-
operative now under the Co-operative Community 
Benefit Society Act  2014, whereby we are owned, 
managed and funded by our members.  In 2011 His 
Royal Highness the Prince of Wales kindly agreed to 
become the Patron of the Society.

Regional contact details

O’Dell House, Hunters Road, Corby, Northamptonshire  NN17 5JE  
T: 01536 266576  •  E: natsoc@nsalg.org.uk  •  www.nsalg.org.uk
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What we do

Promoting allotment growing - we work 
to encourage councils and developers to create 
allotments as part of any new housing developments. 

Protecting land - any councils who are 
considering selling allotment land are obliged to 
seek the opinion of the National Allotment Society; 
this enables us to ensure that statutory allotment 
sites are not disposed of unfairly, alternatives are 
considered and that Local Authorities uphold their 
duty to provide allotment land. If disposal is granted 
the Society can act on the sites’ behalf to make sure 
that any alternative provision is adequate and meets 
the statutory requirements.

Support for councils: We facilitate regional 
Allotment Officers Forums, giving local authority 
Allotment Officers the opportunity to network and 

Benefits of membership

We have a variety of Membership 
types: individual, associations and societies, life, 
local authorities, landowners and schools, check 
our informative website and magazine for details 
of membership categories, discount offers, growing 
advice, downloadable resources and regular updates. 
www.nsalg.org.uk

Regional Network: Most areas have a regional 
panel, which meets on a regular basis to help and 
support the members in the region, joining the 
Society gives you automatic membership of this 
group; where you can also work with others to 
promote allotment gardening at shows and events.

Quarterly magazine:  the Allotment and 
Leisure Gardener magazine is a free quarterly 
publication full of gardening advice, horticultural 
news and information from around the regions. 
Members’ articles and letters are welcomed for 
publication. 

Website, leaflets and e-newsletter: our 
lively website is full of useful information with a 
members’ only section where you can read a digital 
copy of our magazine. We also send out a quarterly 
e-newsletter and have a popular face-book page.

Legal Advice: our in-house lawyer and assistant 
offer initial legal advice on a range of issues e.g. 
tenancy agreements, leases, land disputes, rent 
rises, health and safety, environmental, contract and 
company law and data protection.

“The Society’s legal advisor was 
invaluable in offering professional 
advice and help which has now 
enabled us to now take control 
of 7 out of 8 allotment sites in 

Blackpool, and so move to a self-
management federation.”

Andy Percival, 
Blackpool Federation of Allotment Associations

share good practice. We also work with partners to 
offer allotments management training for Town and 
Parish Clerks. 

National Allotments Week: Each year, along 
with broadcasting a serious message about the need 
to protect our precious remaining allotment sites, 
we encourage allotment sites to open their gates 
during the second week of August and celebrate the 
enduring nature of the allotment movement.

Legal Support: Allotment gardening is the only 
recreational activity enshrined in law; through our 
in-house lawyer, we fight for the rights of allotment 
holders and the aims of the allotment movement. 

Insurance: All fully paid up affiliate and individual 
members of NAS are eligible to contract in to the 
free allotmenteers liability insurance scheme. This 
scheme offers £50k liability cover to all member 
plot-holders, accused of accidently causing injury 
or damaging property. Bespoke allotment insurance 
cover is available through Shield Total Insurance, 
offering our members a 25% discount on all policies 
taken out. Whether your association needs public 
liability insurance, cover for your trading hut or a 
policy which covers for theft of money going missing, 

Shield can help you. Members are also welcome to 
take advantage of Shield’s full range of services at 
preferential rates – these include caravan, home, car 
and tent insurance. Call 01277 243054 or visit www.
shieldtotalinsurance.co.uk/allotment-insurance 

Seeds Scheme: Kings Seeds is one of the 
UK’s largest commercial seeds companies, it has 
been supplying seeds to our members since 1971 
and every packet sold comes with a no-quibble 
guarantee. Seeds cost on average 40% less than 
when bought on the high street and if you order as 
part of an association, then your group is entitled to 
further discounts totalling 22.5%. Kings also provide 
Potatoes, Shallots and Onion Sets at reduced prices.  
Plus, you can also purchase soft fruit plants and all 
your garden sundries at very competitive prices. 

www.nsalg.org.uk

The National Allotment Society (NAS) is the national representative body for the 
allotment movement in the U.K. It is our job to represent the views of our members on a 
national level and raise awareness of the social, cultural, heritage and health benefits of 
the allotment movement and its relevance to wider environmental issues. We work with 
government at national and local levels, the media, NGOs, environmental charities and 
landlords to provide, promote and preserve allotments for future generations to enjoy.
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